
 

CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA REQUEST 

AGENDA OF: 12-17-13 
AGENDA 

REQUEST NO: 
V-C 

INITIATED BY: 
KEISHA E. SEALS,  

ENGINEER III  

RESPONSIBLE 

DEPARTMENT: 
ENGINEERING 

PRESENTED BY: 
KEISHA E. SEALS, 

ENGINEER III  
DIRECTOR: 

CHRISTOPHER L. STEUBING, 

P.E., C.F.M., CITY ENGINEER

 

  
ADDITIONAL  

DIRECTOR (S): 
N/A 

SUBJECT / 

PROCEEDING: 

STATE HIGHWAY 6: BROOKS ST/FIRST COLONY BOULEVARD TO LEXINGTON BOULEVARD 

IMPROVEMENTS – CIP NO. ST1404 

AUTHORIZE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CONTRACT WITH BROWN AND GAY ENGINEERS, 

INC. 

EXHIBITS: 
SIGNED CONTRACT 

BROWN & GAY ENGINEERS, INC. PROPOSAL 

CLEARANCES APPROVAL 

LEGAL: 
MARY ANN POWELL, 

CITY ATTORNEY  

EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR: 
N/A 

PURCHASING: 
TODD REED, 

PURCHASING MANAGER  

ASSISTANT CITY 

MANAGER: KAREN DALY   

BUDGET: 
BRYAN GUINN,  

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF BUDGET & 

RESEARCH  

CITY 

MANAGER: ALLEN BOGARD  

BUDGET 

EXPENDITURE REQUIRED:  $ 130,000 

CURRENT BUDGET:  $ 610,000 

ADDITIONAL FUNDING:  $ 0 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Authorize the execution of a contract with Brown and Gay Engineers, Inc. for the Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for the State Highway 6 (SH 6), Brooks St/First Colony Boulevard to Lexington Boulevard 

Improvements, CIP ST1404 in the amount of $130,000.00. 

 

 

 



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

As the City has worked to improve mobility along SH 6 and the US 59 frontage roads and intersection, we have 

approached the improvement in phases. The first phase of the improvements was the triple left turn from US 59 

frontage road to southbound SH 6.  This improvement was designed and constructed in 2009-10 and the second 

phase, which included the widening of SH 6 at US 59 from Kensington to Town Center Blvd, was designed and 

constructed in 2010-11.  This is the final phase which consists of widening SH 6 to an eight-lane roadway 

section from Brooks St/First Colony Blvd to Lexington Boulevard. 

 

In 2010, the City entered into a contract with Brown and Gay Engineers, Inc. for the SH 6 Phase III Capacity 

Improvements Preliminary Design.  The preliminary design consisted of right-of-way maps, drainage impact 

study, preliminary plans, 30% preliminary estimates and a categorical exclusion (CE) environmental report that 

was to be submitted and reviewed by TxDOT.  This information was used to apply for Federal Highway 

funding through the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) which was awarded and received $4.9 Million.  

The project also received Fort Bend County funds as part of the recent 2013 Mobility Bonds.   

 

As the project progressed, staff was informed that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) environmental 

criteria for state arterials was updated and would impact the submittal requirements for the project.  Staff met 

with the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) to discuss the new requirements and determine the 

significance of the impact to the project.   

 

The Environmental Assessment will include additional items not required in the CE report.  The Environmental 

Assessment will include the following information: 

 Noise analysis 

 Side Path 

 Traffic and aesthetics 

 Documentation of the purpose and need for the project utilizing the results of the traffic study 

 Impact analysis and alternative design options 

 Update the socioeconomics, cumulative impacts and biological impacts sections already included in the 

CE 

 Provide schematic layouts (exhibits) of preferred and alternative design and environmental findings 

 Update the hazmat, cultural resources and protected species sections already included in the CE 

 Conduct a public Meeting of Affected Property Owners (MAPO)  

 

The Environmental Assessment (EA) was not a part of the original project scope.  In order to continue the 

project moving forward, the EA would need to be completed and reviewed by TxDOT headquarters in Austin.  

This will require additional review time which was not a part of the original scope of work or the schedule time 

included in the TIP.  Therefore, the Engineering Department is moving forward now with the EA in order to 

keep the original schedule of starting construction in 2016 and maintaining the TIP schedule with TxDOT and 

the HGAC.  

 

There is currently $610,000 budgeted in ST1404 for design services.  Once the EA contract is executed, it will 

take approximately 12 to 18 months for the assessment and TxDOT review to be completed and approved.  The 

remaining design services contract will come back before the City Council for approval once the EA document 

has been completed and submitted for TxDOT review. This will allow for full inclusion of all potential design 

items.  

 

The Engineering Department recommends that the City Council authorize the execution of an engineering 

services contract with Brown and Gay Engineers, Inc. for the Environmental Assessment along State Highway 

6 between Brooks/First Colony Boulevard and Lexington Boulevard in an amount not to exceed $130,000.00 

from CIP ST1404. 



EXHIBITS 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 

 

 



 


